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1Peter 2:13-17






     Pastor Paul Horn

Follow the Creed of Free-People: Honor All.  Love the Brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the King.

The U.S. Army Rangers have a creed; a statement of belief, if you will.  The first half of that creed reads: Recognizing that I volunteered as a Ranger, fully knowing the hazards of my chosen profession, I will always endeavor to uphold the prestige, honor, and high esprit de corps of my Ranger Regiment.  Acknowledging the fact that a Ranger is a more elite soldier who arrives at the cutting edge of battle by land, sea, or air, I accept the fact that as a Ranger my country expects me to move farther, faster and fight harder than any other soldier.  Never shall I fail my comrades. I will always keep myself mentally alert, physically strong and morally straight and I will shoulder more than my share of the task whatever it may be. One-hundred-percent and then some. 

The U.S. Army Rangers is a prestigious group of soldiers.  I have never been a member of the Army Rangers.  Maybe none of you have either.  But we all belong to a group far more prestigious than the Rangers.  We are soldiers of our Lord and Savior.  We are children of God.  We are saints.  We have our own special creeds that we publicly profess each and every Sunday.  St. Peter, in his first letter, ends the second chapter with a creed of sorts, a creed for Free-People, very fitting for this Independence Day weekend worship service.  Let’s spend some time to examine this free-person’s creed found in God’s Word and what it means for us today.  

Firstly, we need to look at the context of St. Peter’s letter.  The theme of this epistle is hope.  Hope for the persecuted and downtrodden Christian.  Hope for the Christian living in a spiritually hostile world.  One encouragement that Peter gives to the recipients of this letter is reminding them of who they are.  In chapter two he says, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans, that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” (2:11,12)  Then he jumps into our section of Scripture on submission to rulers and masters.  Peter is saying, “This is how you can glorify God: live as free people.  Honor all.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the King.  

This creed may have sounded like radical pontification on the part of Peter.  Consider the day in which he lived.  The Roman government was completely pagan.  Nero would have been the emperor, hardly a kind and benevolent ruler.  His readers must have thought, “How can I honor all when so many disrespect me, don’t listen to me, can’t see my point of view, offend me, wrong me and hurt me both emotionally and physically? How can I love the brotherhood of believers, these brothers and sisters in Christ, when they too disappoint, stab me in the back, are difficult to work with and stubborn like Germans?  How can I fear (that is, show awe and respect to) God when he allows bad things to happen to me, such as famines, wars, illness and mockery of my faith?  How can I honor the king and government in general, when my representatives are crooks, dishonest, cheats, liars, demand too much of my money on taxes, sales, gas, income and property?  That sounds a lot like a conversation many of us would have today.

When we talk about these ill feelings toward the government, we feel more like slaves, not free people.  And then Peter has the gall to say, “Submit yourselves… to every authority instituted among people.”  Submit?  Are you kidding?  Why would God ask me to follow this creed?  To your sinful nature this creed does not have a nice ring to it.  But what your sinful nature does not want you to remember is what we heard Paul say in Romans 13 this morning.  God established all authority; government (federal, state and local), employers, teachers, and parents are all set in place by God for your benefit.  Your sinful nature wants you to believe that you are a slave under this system.  What your sinful nature does not want you to remember is that you are a free person.

At one time you were a slave, not under government or your parents, but enslaved by sin, bound by hell as your eternal destination, ball and chained to your sinful flesh, lorded over by the devil and tied up by death.  Someone had to set us free…

In 2000 Steven Spielberg released a movie entitled Saving Private Ryan.  The movie is set on the battlefields of France during WWII.  A young soldier by the name of Ryan loses all three of his brothers in the war.  The higher ups in the Army command order a group of eight men to bring Ryan back home.  They reasoned that a mother ought not to lose all of her sons to the war.  Recently I spoke with a retired Lutheran pastor who before he entered the ministry had been enlisted with the Army.  He explained who he sat in the theatre and cried at the end of that movie.  Not because most of those soldiers died saving the one, but because of what Tom Hanks’ character said at the end of the movie.  As he sat on the ground dying, he whispered into Private Ryan’s ear, “Earn this.”  Tom Hanks’ character was a Ranger.  The Ranger motto is Sua Sponte, of their own accord.  In other words, following what is said in the Ranger creed, “Recognizing that I volunteered as a Ranger…”  I signed up for this.  I will sacrifice myself for you.

Jesus was ordered to go into the battlefield and save not one, but all.  He was ordered to sacrifice himself.  But Jesus motto was of my own accord.  I signed up for this.  I willingly volunteered to take on this job.  And so he fought our enemies that enslaved us, sin, death, Satan and our sinful flesh.  He did not need to use an M-16 or 9mm to defeat our sinful flesh.  He was born perfect and holy and lived a holy life.  He obeyed the government.  He paid his taxes.  He listened to his mother and father, always.  He gives that holy life to you at baptism.  He did not need to use a flamethrower or Abrams tank to conquer sin.  Instead, he used non-lethal force.  He allowed himself to be nailed to a tree and to die.  He did not use land mines or rocket propelled grenades to strike down Satan.  He used the Word of God to battle Satan’s pot shots of temptation.  He did not call in the F-16 fighters to drop bombs on death.  He destroyed death by raising his own body from death.

And since he has sacrificed all of this for you, Jesus does not whisper in your ear, “Earn this.”  No way.  I earned this for you.  Take it.  It’s a free gift.  I volunteered for this job.  I sacrificed myself to free you from your enemies, to earn for you an eternal home that is free from sin and death and the wily foe.  Christ has set you free.  You have been freedom from your service to sin, to Satan, to death and to your sinful nature.  Now, you are free to serve your Almighty King, your Heavenly Father, free to serve the one who became your Brother.  One of the ways you can serve the Lord is by following the Free-person’s Creed.  Honor all.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the king.

Why would you want to show respect to all people, even when they don’t show it back?  Why would you want to love your brothers and sisters in Christ even when they disappoint?  Why would you want to honor, gulp, the government?  Number one, Christ died for you.  Show your thanks.  Number two, Peter says in verse 15, we serve authority because it is God’s will.  Number three, Peter says in verse 16, when honor and obey authority we are honoring and obeying the Lord.  And lastly, God established all authority for your benefit.  God delegates certain aspects of his authority at various levels and in various areas to provide an ordered structure for human society.  Did not Peter also say that government is set in place to punish the wrongdoer but to commend and praise those who do right?  Did not Paul say that the government bears the sword to invoke fear on the wrongdoer, but is God’s servant to do you good?

Think of all the good things God’s authority does for you.  You are richly blessed because you live in this country: a police department, fire department, an army, a welfare system, education, grants, freedom of speech.  Yes, these programs and institutions don’t always work perfectly.  They are full of sinners, just like you and me, men and women who do not always have the same beliefs and morals you and I do.  But in spite of the flaws and defects at local, state and federal levels, and although all of our representatives do not delegate God’s authority according to his will, he blesses us through them.  For example, the ability to live a Christian life without harassment and to proclaim our faith without hindrance.  So pay your taxes cheerfully, gas, automobile, sales, property and yes, income tax.  Joyfully say, “Thank you, Mr. Police Officer for pulling me over for speeding.  You’re doing your job.”  Thank you Mr. IRS man for taking these taxes and using them for the army, the police and fire departments, for safe highways and roads, for health departments to ensure the food in our grocery stores is safe, for environmental agencies to monitor and keep this beautiful land and water you gave us clean, for an army to keep our boarders protected.  Thank a veteran for serving our country, for the sacrifices they made to keep us free.  Thank an active duty soldier for their sacrifices, for continuing to keep us free.  Pray for your to your congressman or congresswoman, for the president, for your mayor, that they do their jobs to the best of their ability.  Serve all.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the king.

The second half of the U.S. Army Ranger creed says, Gallantly will I show the world that I am a specially selected and well-trained soldier. My courtesy to superior officers, neatness of dress and care of equipment shall set the example for others to follow.  Energetically will I meet the enemies of my country. I shall defeat them on the field of battle for I am better trained and will fight with all my might. Surrender is not a Ranger word. I will never leave a fallen comrade to fall into the hands of the enemy and under no circumstances will I ever embarrass my country.  Readily will I display the intestinal fortitude required to fight on to the Ranger objective and complete the mission though I be the lone survivor.  

That’s a very selfless creed, saturated with a servant’s attitude and sacrifice.  That was Jesus’ code.  He sacrificed himself to make you free.  Live like free people.  Follow the free-people creed.  Amen.  

